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■

Casimir III the Great built the Gothic royal castle on Wawel Hill in Kraków in the
14th century. During the early 16th century, King Sigismund I the Old
commissioned the best local artists, Italian architects and sculptors and German
decorators to refurbish the castle and turn it into a splendid Renaissance palace.
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CAMPING IN STYLE
■ If you love the wilderness, this one’s for you.The
Aman Resorts property, Aman-i-Khas, a tented
camp on the fringes of the Ranthambore National
Park, has come up with what it calls an Indian Resident Offer.This one has been designed specifically
keeping domestic travellers, who are Indian residents, in mind. Here’s what you get: a luxury tent for
two nights at Rs 57,500 (all taxes included) as long
as you are carrying proof of the fact that you are a
resident of India.The package includes accommodation for two, three meals everyday per person, unlimited beverages (excluding wines and spirits), an
excursion into the park per person per stay and daily
yoga classes.The offer is valid right up to April 30,
2011 — except between December 23, 2010 and
January 3, 2011. For bookings, mail to
indiasales@amanresorts.com or aman-i-khasres@amanresorts.com.

Medieval

Wawel Palace has been the seat of
Polish royalty for centuries; (inset)
the magnificent St Mary’s Church

magic
WAYFARER
Kraków is a
charming city
that blends
the best of the
past and the
present, says
Kalpana
Sunder

■ Getting there: Fly to Munich by
Emirates and fly LOT airlines to
Kraków.
■ Staying there: Stay at the modern
Hotels Andels Kraków (www.andelscracow.com/en) or the antique
Pod Roza on Florianska Street.

RICHA SHARMA, singer

My favourite holiday
destination would
have to be London. It
is a beautiful place and I
simply love the weather —
it’s a welcome relief from
the heat in India. Besides,
you come across so
many Indians in
London that it’s
tough not to feel
comfortable and at
home. Also, since
there is no dearth
of Indian restaurants in the city,
food is never an
issue with me. All
this and, of course,
amazing shopping
places make London
my favourite
holiday spot.

Today, the barbican stands
Disneyesque, with pointed turrets
amidst the leafy chestnut groves of
the surrounding Planty Park. A
giant canvas for displaying local art
on sale by students is actually a part
of the medieval walls. We walk on
the Royal route, traversed by royal
processions in the past. On the
bustling Florianska Street, there
are shops selling designer clothes
and shoes and even a McDonald’s

■ Wining and dining: Try the
Pierogi (stuffed dumplings),
grilled goat’s cheese
and the variety of
vodkas (wodka).

(Left) A traditionally dressed
musical band;
(below) The St
Peter and Paul
Church is
among the
oldest Baroque
churches in
Kraków

with its arches tucked out of sight
according to local guidelines.
Spires, turrets, whimsical fountains, horse drawn buggies, gypsy
music, women with flowered headscarves and aprons selling bread,
cheese and the ubiquitous pretzels
— plain, salted sprinkled with poppy
seeds — the epicentre of all life here
is Rynek Glowny or the Cloth hall
Square. This was where executions
were held in ancient times.
Inside the renovated Cloth Hall
are historic cafés and an arcade of
souvenir stalls selling myriad stuff.
Then there are local legends. Long
ago, there was a guard watching the
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he pace is laidback.
The tourist vehicles are
dinky golf carts with
plastic awnings.
Music is omnipresent with folk singers
swaggering in traditional
costumes and ‘mock pianos’ scattered all over the
city to commemorate the bicentenary celebrations of
Chopin’s birth anniversary.
Kraków’s
medieval
grandeur has survived for
centuries — though not
unscathed. After all, from
the 13th century to the fall
of communism, there have
been endless invasions and
occupations. Even today there
are sentry gates, towers and
defensive gates that remain.
Our guide Magdalena Wroblewska, a PhD in History from
Kraków University introduces us to
the city starting at the medieval barbican — a key building that was part
of the city’s defence systems.

We also visited the 14th century
Gothic Collegium Maius. It’s a part of
Jagiellonian University, one of the
oldest universities in Europe, which
has produced some of Poland’s finest
minds from Copernicus to Pope John
Paul II. You’ll find the oldest globe
depicting the Americas here.
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city from a high tower who would
play the bugle to warn residents
about any danger like a fire or an invasion. One day, during a Tartar invasion, he was playing the tune when
an arrow struck his throat and he
was abruptly cut off. So today, the
trumpeter from the local Fire Department plays from the tower of the St
Mary’s Church and is cut off in midbar. The bugle is heard all over
Poland and people set their time by it.

Four metres beneath the Old
Town Square is a recently-opened
swish multimedia museum. A hitech tribute to Kraków’s medieval
past, one enters the museum
through a haunting wall of vapour
on to which historical scenes are
projected. There are parts of the
city’s original cobblestone lanes and
goldsmiths and ironsmiths’ workshops. There are touchscreen computers and interactive multimedia,
making the experience enjoyable.
For such an ancient city, Kraków
seems young — thanks to its large
population of hip students who
have taken to capitalism with their
cool shoes and branded jeans. They
fill the numerous cafés and bars,
many of them tucked away in cellars of palaces and grand homes all
around the main square.

Polish churches are such
packed houses that if you enter as a
tourist, you feel like you are intruding. I ducked into the highly recommended St Francis Church during
Sunday mass and was rewarded by
the Art Nouveau interiors and the
marvellous stained glass and frescoes by local genius Wyspianski.
We also walked past the striking
St Peter and Paul Church to Wawel
Castle — the seat of the Polish kings
for centuries. Built at the behest of
the King Casimir III, the castle has a
cathedral where the kings used to be
crowned and it’s also the final
resting place of many royals and
national heroes.
Polish meals are hearty peasant
fare, with large helpings of soup. We
had a wonderful meal at the restaurant Miod Malina — wild mushroom
soup served in a bread container, a
purple beetroot broth filled with floating ravioli, along with some Polish
apple strudel. Also, Poland has over
300 kinds of vodkas; some flavoured
with orange and cinnamon, and even
a special infusion of grass.
Next, we visited the Jewish
district of Kazimierz with its atmospheric candlelit cafés and restaurants with Klezmer music. This was
where Spielberg filmed scenes for
Schindler’s List. Our guide amazes
us with her knowledge of India —
from yoga to Bollywood and
Amitabh Bachchan. It’s a surreal
‘global village’ moment. The Indian
connection in an ancient Polish city.
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Fashion forward

and Gupta, for instance, keep a commission of 30 per cent to 40 per cent over
their client’s budget. But they do not
shop below Rs 10,000 and spend a couple
of days on the project if it calls for an extensive wardrobe overhaul.
At Revive My Vibe meanwhile, Kachwala who was formerly with Elite Model
Management and styled for celebrities in
Bollywood, has a mark-up of 25 per cent
of the client’s budget. You can also avail
of her gift vouchers for loved ones who
can use them to redeem her services.
Some like Khushnuma Master, a personal shopper in Mumbai with designer
boutique Ensemble, do not charge for
their services. “That’s because I am associated with Ensemble,” she offers. Master
caters largely to a bridal clientele, fishing
out trousseau from within Ensemble.
On the other end of the spectrum is
Karishma Rajani, a fashion blogger and
a mass media student in
Mumbai who gives in to
personal shopping requests about twice a
month from her young
readers. She, therefore,
does it free of charge
and is a regular at
street
shopping
haunts like Colaba
Causeway and Bandra. Rajani even
gets clothes tailored for those
who want customised clothes.
The best bit
about these
personal
shoppers is
the fact that
they
are
consciously demolishing
the myth
that personal
shoppers are only for
the elite. They might just end up
saving you some money. For, some get
you discounts because of the rapport

Every personal shopper will have you
know that your wardrobe has to have a
few basics on which you build upon for
everyday wear.
Women, to begin with, scout for that
perfect pair of pleated pants. “They are
more versatile than a pair of denims and
give you a formal look. Keep it casual by
teaming them with a graphic tee shirt
and gladiator flats, or dress them up with
a pair of wedges and a clutch bag,” says
Jasleen Kaur Gupta. The colour palette
is neutral but with a twist — go for powder pinks or blues, camels and olives.
According to Master, a few gowns can
work wonders for the night when you
have to go for a party. “If you are short
however, keep it to knee-length dresses,”
she adds.
Another winner is a silk blouse
adorned with ruffles for a rich look in
colours like black, white, dusty pink,
mauve or lime green. “Invest in this one.
It belongs to the shut-your-eyes-and-yetyou-would-not-go-wrong-with-it items in
the closet,” says Gupta. Wear it with
jeans, high-waist pants and pencil
skirts. Throw on a blazer or a vest.
For men, the important style tip from
Jaggi is to know that formal shirts have
to be crisp with no pockets. “They end up
stuffing cards, a pen or wallet into those
pockets. It’s a big no no,” she emphasises. Meanwhile, Master insists on a classic bandhgala in the wardrobe for
dressy affairs.
And while Bohra asks men to buy a
good pair of loafers in purples, corals
and blues to go with a white-shirt-anddenim look, Gupta says that one has
have to have a French cuffed shirt in his
wardrobe for the dandy touch.
She adds: “Just remember one thing.
Since men do not accessorise their look
as much as women, they have to wear
good quality clothing. Women however
get away with wearing clothes bought on
the streets. But they must invest in a few
pieces of expensive accessories that
scream style. That can make or break a
wardrobe.”
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(Above) Khushnuma Master;
(inset) Rashida Anees

they’ve built with stores over the
years. Like Anees, who charges
Rs 3,000 per day (for seven to eight
hours), usually brings a 10 per cent
to 15 per cent discount to the table.
Kachwala can also swing a 10 per
cent discount on occasions.

