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PROTEST IN VERSE 1,

Miror reader Mehak Puri gets to mest Bulleh Shah's modern-day

moiithpiece, singer Rabbi Shergill, after a concert

[Left] The Galera, also called the Uzupks Art |-
cubialor, is used for craf workshops, exhibi-
tinms, and music performances; (Above) The
streets lestooned with graffiti and local Rags

A city district born out of rebellion against the

Soviet retains its streak of independence.
With its own constitution, Lithuania’s Uzupis
is a ‘country’ for artists and dreamers

Kalpaa Sundes

mirroriaed backaindiafimms. com

{ your've gone booking for Utopia

in litegature and art, here's a city

wihere youn can encownter (1, liter-

% ally. As we lapse into @ nesw year,

tinkling old glasses, and snickering
with an even morne seasoeed cyrd-
cism, FII.“T"I.'I"K a jourmey i ||1-:'||'||.1. is
the best gift we can give ourselves in
the mew year.

Lizuipis, a disgrict in the city of
Vilmius in Lithuania, declased hself
an independent repubdic in 1947,
Spread over 148 acres on the right
bank of the river Vilnele, Usipls
restdents have their own passport,
amd the district-country has four dif-
fepent flags, one for each season, The
Fn._-r:i}:-lt celebrate their own :.Fu,'n:;lil'l
FealEdavs ancd Festivals, 'I,.'.ran--.. ar
the Republic of Angels as it come to
b calledl, bas it owe constitution

street and saw many oul-desacs ang
comrtyards, The symbsal of Diaapis —
an apen hand with @ rmoumd haole in
the midcdle of the palm to imdicate

e Dilisters on a workers hand — hung HOW TO GET THERE: Fly Finnair
m{mﬂﬂﬂfﬂh‘ beaben track, arourd rme on boards and Baners. Irom Mew Delhi to Helsnki and
sy, There are aeany interpretations bor comnect io Vilmhis
Lhie country's syimbol that is also

ton, with rules like, ‘Everyone has stamped on passpons. For Egle, WHERE T STAY: I you &ie an &
the right Lo Bove”, “Evieryone has tha meartl thal you may oW every- Brutged, stay at Hobed Tilbot mear the
right to be idie’ and “Everyone has thing, but you cannod take away Cathedral. A zEghtly more expensive
the right to realize his negligibiliny anything after death. aptian is the tastedul Hotel Shake-
and magnificence’. As D walked through the streets, | speare tucked in a quiet Lane in Oid

T'wo decades ago, this district saw graffitl stencilled, hand sprayed Towen where aach room ks themed
was filled with art gallerles and a or drawm on grey, drab walls. On a on @ particutar writar (www.shake-
few hundred bohemlan residents, crumbling wall in Pauplo Street, | spaara i)
In the *0s, after Lithuania broke read the offbeat Constitution in nine
awiay from the Soviet, a group of lamgaeages, with its 41 artiches ctched WHAT TO SEE: A walking tour of (Hd
artists amd youngsters decided to on metal plaguaes, Towen allows you to see some af the
take om the city conencil over the Liznpis was formed by dreagme- 40 chuarches in bown with a wealih
neghect r|f1.":'u||i 5, at that time a erk, Free spirits amd artists e weldl as of archibechere, and take a fumicular
dderelict amd nun-down locality, They philosdphers on April Fool's iy ride: to the castle for a bird's eye
andinted thie lane American rockstir every vear, i natioaal ast is ocgans wiew, Spend a day al Unapis =nd 1ake
Frank g as their ot saint & diay brip 1o the: medieval lown of
anad decided to rekindle the syt 1 ! ¥ FALE Trakai.

af indegrendence, something

thizt had been bost in 70 vears of WHAT TO BUY: Pick up amber
oppression o UISSE jewellery, fine limen, pottery amd

I woulkd not have fownd ks and rough hewn angets in
Liznipis i it were nod for my guide, woodl,
Egie Mickevickene. Angels on
the windowsills, cherubs and 'WHAT TO EAT: Lithuanian sta-
potiery, brilllant graffiti, shabby ples inchude zeppalies [dumg:
chister of crumbfing 19th century ngs| with potatoes and meat,
howuses next to spruced up apart- coki hastroot seup, kepta duana
ments — Lioupils Is atmosphaertc | blacks b Frind in o and
I 'walked wphill, along the main ruhbesd with garlicl, and beer,

Try iwn bocaal boer at the Pria

{Abowe, left) A bronge angel with a Katedros Beer Restaurant on
| pot domi the main sgu Gedimine Averue. Missing ghar
of Uzugis; [Right) A sculptare of 2 Ka khana? Sue's bdizn Raa
drunken man on a wall in Wmapis near the Cathedral is divine,




Black and white pictures of crdimary cltizens of the city lise the
banks af the river in Unapls.

The constitartion of Uzupis visible at Paupio Strect, includes rules like
'Euur:mn: s e rlﬁt o bove” and 'E'nryn-u haes the rl[ht o bo idie’

Isedd to commeemioiate that. f"I'JJ{':IIJJE!.-' inhabited b Russians
and Jews, the post-war vears saw the once-bustling district
of craftsmmen abandoned, The build ings became 'u;||,.|;'|| i,
Fsandits and A Begam to live in the shedls of hoases
Tiwday, twics sets of people inhabit this place: the nouveau
rickve, whis finad it keshionable to buy, reodvate and live hens,
BeCause of witich the price of teal estate in this area has
shot up. (Even the mavor of the city has a house here, Egle
informed ws.) The second bot are the impoverished bohe-
TAANS — Aresis, [?'hl.lrlll.'.,r-"||||'|l:r"- and craftsmien — who ane
fighting to retain their cosmtre’s relevance in the midst of
Tisinty prices,

Llzupris Buas it ambasaclons in different countries; w
Beciane a citizen, all you bave 10 do is share the belieis
enshitined in the constitution. Many people ane honor-
ary Citizens already, including the Dalah Lama. [ reached
the triangular plazza of Uzupds, dominated by a brass and
bromre ange | bowing a trumpeet towands the heavens, The
Prie Angelo café at the square looked cosy ancd inviting, For
i resquite from the biting winds, | steppod inamd ordened a
cappucrind. Sitting om o tahle, | looked at the angel throagh
the frosted windows.

After coffee, | began my walkthrough. At the Galera, also
calbed the Uzu pls Art Incubator, | encountered a vibrant
space that Is wsed for craft workshops, exhibitions, and
music performances. The howse is a riot of colours with
beaatifully parinted walls, and voung students of the Vilnius
Art Acidbery have worked oomiake this space what it is

Humoroars fgures lned thoe walls like that of & drusiken
anan clutching his empey bottke, Walking over the main
bridge, | was intrigued by the sight of locks and padlocks
o either skde, Egle explained that couples lock their love
and throw the kevs inthe river i the belief that thelr bond
will remain strong forever, At cafié | :r|||'-|r.~ Kawlme, | bougi
el i copry of the Ugzupis Comstitution in English. Sitting
o the deck of the bright red ootdoor terrace, 1 ate a deli-
canus meal ot fricsd rye Bread with garlic and cheese, and
swashed Jt down with Lithuanian beer, Svvturvs Extra: Ahead
of mie, the rbver wioaind it way along a bank Hmed with black
and white photographs, teeches and willows. and bevond
them, a synagogue by enso onced by BrISs-Coae red hillls,

Every 'l.|1r~| Foal’s o ¥ the stven hrn:lﬁ-;": that lead into
11 FUpHS b = thie state bomder. There e« aratians all
shay long with parades arad concerts. After Easter, they ool
elrrate the White Tabdecloth day when the people bring food
left ower frodn Easter feast and share it with others.

l:HllF';'l celebrates Mew Years Eve on March 21, nol
December 31. There's & good reason for that: March 21 is the
day ef the Spring Solstice and is also called the Day of Traps
Yany pet wpde burn their old diaries, o write some negative
thoughts on a piece of paper and bum it in a bonfire, The
e, savs Egle, i to clo away with old poejudices,

Moy that's whiat a Mess Year oelebeation sounds like

Stunts are
technical, no
scary: Cruis

t Sh vesirs, superstar Toan Croise
savs e @8 coanfortable doing
his o ackion stunts as he has
viears of practise behind him.
Crulse made his debat in Hollywood

with 1981 mowvke .l.rr'- and waent on o
star in many action Micks like, Mizsior
Trpsifale sepies, Gl Profo

Reprrd and TTe War O The Wirlds,

Adl v years in industey have helped
frim give his MXF per cenil bo the Charac-
ted, reported Dhaily Mail. “(AL this age)
I'eopde do say nio, bt as an actor you
bring evervthing, physscally and emo-
tronally, o charactern 'm able todo
el (sunts), Pve trinesd Bor 30 wears
didng things lake that,” e said.

Cruisi does accepd thiat stunis do go
wiong sometimes, *1 don’t get scanid
1t's juite teck 1mical bt sometimes things
gowrong” he added,
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